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Alabama man charged with threatening  
DA Fani Willis over Trump prosecution

By Darryl Coote 
UPI

A federal grand jury in Atlanta has indicted 
a 59-year-old man on allegations that he sent 
Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis 
threatening messages over her prosecution of 
former President Donald Trump.

Arthur Ray Hanson of Huntsville, Ala., was 
indicted Wednesday on charges of transmitting 
interstate threats, the Justice Department said in 
a press release Monday.

The indictment states Hanson called the 
Fulton County customer services line twice on 

Aug. 6 and left voice mails threatening violence 
against Willis and Fulton County Sheriff Patrick 
Labat.

“Watch it when you’re going to the car at 
night, when you’re going into your house, watch 
everywhere that your going,” he told Willis in 
the message, according to an excerpt of the 
recording quoted by the Justice Department in 
its release.

“I would be very afraid if I were you because 
you can’t be around people all the time that are 
going to protect you.”

See CHARGED, page 3

FBI director warns 
Hamas-Israel conflict  

increases risk of attacks 
on Americans

By Casey Feindt 
UPI

FBI Director Christopher Wray 
said on Tuesday that the Hamas-Is-
rael conflict has heightened the risk 
of possible attacks against Ameri-
cans to an unprecedented degree.

During a hearing held by the 
Homeland Security and Govern-
ment Affairs Committee in Wash-
ington, D.C., on Tuesday, Wray said 
there has been a surge in terrorist 
organizations’ calls for attacks on 
Western targets, with a specific fo-
cus on Jewish communities in both 
the United States and Europe.

He said that these threats could 
inspire violent extremists, operating 
as individuals or small groups, to 
carry out attacks on American soil.

“The reality is that the terrorism 
threat has been elevated throughout 
2023, but the ongoing war in the 

See FBI, page 6

Cornell University 
student arrested in 

connection with anti-
Semitic threats

By Sheri Walsh 
UPI

A student at Cornell University 
was arrested Tuesday and charged 
with posting anti-Semitic threats 
against the Ivy League school’s 
Jewish community, according to 

federal officials, as the university 
vowed to maintain heightened 
security on campus.

Patrick Dai, 21, a junior at 
Cornell, is expected to appear 
in federal court Wednesday in 

See THREATS, page 5
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5 strategic blunders 
have hampered U.S. 

foreign relations
By Harlan Ullman 

UPI

With wars raging in Ukraine and Israel, escalation and 
disaster loom, probably more so than at any time during 
the last decade.

The Biden administration, so far, has been competent 
and sensible in responding to the war in the Middle East. 
However, Hezbollah and Iran continue to provoke Israel, 
attack U.S. forces in Syria and Iraq and could intervene 
on the side of Hamas.

In these circumstances, any decision the administra-
tion takes is laden with danger. Hence, examining the 
worst strategic blunders the United States has made over 
the past two decades could well inform the White House 
on how to avoid future disaster.

Five of the worst blunders have been arbitrarily chosen 
although readers, may have other nominees.

President George W. Bush was responsible for Num-
bers 1 and 3 blunders; President Barack Obama for Num-
ber 2; and President Donald Trump for 4 and 5. Given the 
many blunders America has made since the new century 
dawned, competition for selection was keen.

The attacks of Sept. 11 stunned and infuriated the 
country. Bush had no option except to respond decisively. 
U.S. forces were initially deployed into Afghanistan to 
neutralize al-Qaida and kill or capture Osama bin Laden.

The administration then embarked on the “Freedom 
Agenda,” using the specter of weapons of mass destruction 
as the rationale for invading Iraq. The assumption was 
that by imposing democracy in Iraq, “the geostrategic 
framework of the Middle East would be forever altered.” 
It did change, but for the worst.

Nation building was a disaster in Afghanistan. De-
mocracy was impossible to impose on a tribal society. 
Similarly, the 2003 Iraq invasion provoked an insurgency 
that still lingers. Consequently, the combination of the 
decisions made after 9/11 that led to the interventions 
in Afghanistan and Iraq was the worst foreign policy 
blunder of this century and possibly much of the past one 
by bringing seemingly permanent turmoil to the Middle 
East with no respite in sight.

Number 3, made by Bush, was abrogating the Anti-Bal-
listic Missile Treaty of 1972. Bush entered office determined 
to improve missile defense. The ABM Treaty was a limita-
tion. With its abrogation, U.S. and Russian relations were 
dealt what turned out to be the first fatal blow beginning an 
irreversible, steady disintegration. And Sept. 11 intervened.

Obama was chastised for declaring “red lines” on 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad that were not enforced. 
However, the second-biggest U.S. foreign policy blunder 
was ordering a “strategic pivot” to Asia. Allies in Europe 
and NATO were surprised and shocked. In the Pacific, 
allies were terrified about the “pivot” making China an en-
emy. And that is what happened, guaranteed by Obama’s 
National Security Strategy.

The military component of the strategy could not have 
been clearer. The aims were to deter and, if war came, 
defeat China, along with four other potential adversaries. 
How could China not assume it had become an American 
enemy, laying the predicate for the hostility that now 
defines the U.S.-China relationship?

Trump committed strategic blunders 4 and 5. Number 
4 was cancellation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion with Iran. If honored by both sides, Iran would never 
-- repeat never -- obtain a nuclear weapon. Some might 
argue that this blunder could have been Number 2 or 3.

Iran could cheat. That was unlikely because of the inti-
mate presence of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
inspectors and the installed surveillance system. But if Iran 
cheated, the treaty was useless. Withdrawal from the JCPOA 
has left no restraint on Iran producing nuclear weapons.

Number 5 was the imposition of tariffs on the imports 
of Chinese goods. A huge imbalance in the current ac-
count of goods and services favored China. Trump saw 
the trade imbalance as intolerable.

They Chanted ‘by Any Means Necessary’ 
— Is This What They Wanted?

Hamas launched a sur-
prise attack on Israel, ruth-
lessly killing over 1,000 
Israelis in the name of their 
god and in furtherance of 
their desire for Israel’s land. 
These savages -- as they 
may aptly be called -- in 
concert with Iran and their 
disjointed Palestinian allies, 
have a single-minded goal: 
to obliterate Israel and its 
people. The good news for 
Israel is that this might be 
the extent of the attackers’ 
capabilities. However, they 
were caught off guard de-
spite Israel’s overwhelming 
might and strength. The 
pressing question on ev-
eryone’s mind is how this 
could happen, given Israel’s 
extensive spy network and 
technology that taps into 
conversations from every 
corner of the Middle East. 
How did they miss this?

The ongoing regional 
conflict, tracing its roots 
at least as far back as the 
early 1900s, witnessed an-
other episode when Hamas 
launched an attack on Isra-
el. We must acknowledge 
that this isn’t necessarily a 
U.S. or Israeli intelligence 
failure. The nature of the 
attacks Israel experienced 
suggests that a group’s work 
is more akin to a militia 
rather than a truly central-
ized, coordinated effort.

Militias present a unique 
challenge. Ironically, their 
lack of centralized coordi-
nation often renders their 
actions more unpredictable 
and thus harder to antic-
ipate. This dynamic can 
be seen in places like Af-
ghanistan, which has been 
colloquially termed “the 
graveyard of empires.” The 
region’s heavy reliance on 
militias to confront adver-
saries creates a treacherous 
environment for invading 
forces. The unpredictable 
nature of militias, with their 
varying degrees of sophis-
tication, numerous units, 
and dispersed operations, 

leaves armies essentially 
navigating in the dark, rely-
ing solely on the immediate 
intelligence gathered by 
their frontline troops.

The attacks on 9/11 serve 
as a reminder that even the 

mightiest 
superpow-
ers can be 
c a u g h t 
off guard 
by smal l 
m i l i t i a 
groups, no 
matter the 
intensity 
o f  t h e i r 
d e f e n s e 

mechanisms. The events of 
that day were orchestrated 
by mere men armed with 
knives, and the fallout was 
arguably the most signifi-
cant tragedy in American 
history. The U.S., in many 
ways like Israel, has thwart-
ed countless plots -- many 
more than the general pub-
lic would likely want to be 
aware of. However, it only 
takes one overlooked detail, 
one lapse in intelligence, 
to lead to immense reper-
cussions.

In the current scenario, 
we see individuals soaring 
into Israel on motorized 
gliders, brandishing AK-
47s. This is not a conven-
tional army; it’s not a group 
that can be sat down for 
negotiations. It’s a stark 
contrast to the times of 
Henry Kissinger, where 
diplomatic shuttling could 
lead to treaties and con-
flict resolutions. In this 
situation, there’s no room 
for such traditional di-
plomacy. The most viable 
course of action appears to 
be defense and retaliation, 
with the hope that lessons 
are learned. This way, if 
caught off guard again, the 
response can be more swift 
and effective.

The behavior exhibited 
by certain pro-Palestinian 
activists celebrating this 
brutality is nothing short 

of appalling. These aren’t 
advocates for peace or any 
noble cause; they seem to 
have lost all touch with 
humanity. Their behavior is 
akin to savages, taking plea-
sure in violence and parad-
ing their heinous actions as 
if collecting trophies. When 
groups like the New York 
City Democratic Socialists 
of America rally in support 
of these actions in places 
such as Times Square and 
outside the Israeli consul-
ate, like they recently did, 
it’s a chilling reminder of 
the depths of depravity 
some are willing to sink to. 
The terrifying reality is that 
there are backers for this 
kind of barbarity right on 
our doorstep.

I recently encountered 
a thought-provoking sen-
timent that offers a unique 
perspective on this conflict 
situation. It asks: “If both 
sides had the power to do 
whatever they wanted, what 
would they do?” Undeni-
ably, Israel has a formidable 
military. If they so choose, 
they have the means to 
exert overwhelming force. 
In a day, Palestine could 
be wiped from the face of 
the Earth. Yet, they show 
restraint. This restraint is 
not merely out of fear of in-
ternational condemnation 
but rooted in their national 
and humanistic values. 
These savages are different. 
If the roles were reversed, 
they would undoubtedly 
kill every Jew and Israeli; 
seeing dead Israeli bodies 
paraded around Palestine 
proves this point.

Advocates of this indis-
criminate slaughter do so 
on the grounds that they 
consider it to be morally 
justifiable. The moral ra-
tionale behind engaging 
in ransacking followed by 
rape, murder, and sub-
sequently parading their 
bodies is beyond my com-
prehension. Nevertheless, 
even assuming it was some-

how justifiable, we must re-
member that this is wholly 
based on a lie. These fringe 
organizations frequently 
express their support de-
spite the fact that the media, 
which is remarkably more 
pro-Israeli today, regularly 
disseminates false infor-
mation about this regional 
conflict. The notion that 
Israel intentionally targets 
Palestinian children and 
adults for slaughter is an ab-
surdity that defies the facts.

Each time armaments 
and missiles are directed 
toward Israel, Israel retali-
ates by immobilizing these 
weapons. But, these terror-
ists house these weapons 
in schools and residential 
buildings. Does Israel bear 
responsibility for Hamas 
deliberately storing those 
weapons in schools with the 
intention of using the bod-
ies of children as a defense 
mechanism? Must Israel 
simply allow their own chil-
dren to be bombarded by 
rockets continually? These 
behaviors are consistent 
with criminal savages, not 
saints, and they do not de-
serve adoration. However, 
they are given it, and in this 
world, we will perpetually 
contend with savages and 
those who support them. 
Savages are doomed to ex-
ist. They are unreceptive to 
rationality.

I firmly believe that the 
overwhelming majority of 
Palestinians, like people ev-
erywhere, are good-heart-
ed individuals seeking 
peaceful lives free from 
the constant shadow of 
conflict. The world needs 
more voices championing 
love over territory and unity 
over division. We should be 
promoting understanding 
and coexistence instead of 
allowing narrow political 
agendas to dictate our fu-
ture. We must rise above the 
strife, come together, and 
shape a future filled with 
hope and prosperity for all.

Extreme weather is outpacing worst-case 
scenarios of forecasting

By Ravindra Jayaratne 
University  

of East London

In the wake of the de-
structive Hurricane Otis, 
we find ourselves at a piv-
otal moment in the history 
of weather forecasting. The 
hurricane roared ashore 
with 165-mph winds and 
torrential rainfall, slam-
ming into the coastal city 
of Acapulco, Mexico and 
claiming the lives of at least 
48 people.

The speed at which Otis 
intensified was unprece-
dented. Within 12 hours, it 
went from a regular tropical 
storm to a “category 5” hur-
ricane, the most powerful 
category and one which 
might occur only a few 
times worldwide each year.

This rare and alarming 
event, described by the U.S. 
National Hurricane Center 
as a “nightmare scenario,” 
broke records for the fastest 
intensification rate over a 
12-hour period in the east-
ern Pacific. Otis not only 
caught residents and au-
thorities off-guard but also 
exposed the limitations of 
our current predictive tools.

I specialize in the study 
of natural disasters with 
the goal of improving our 
ability to predict them and 
ultimately to save lives. It is 
critical that we address the 
pressing concerns related 
to the tools we use for fore-
casting these catastrophic 
events, all while recogniz-
ing the significant influence 
of rapid climate change on 
our forecasting capabilities.

Predictive tools
At the core of weather 

forecasting are computer 
programs, or “models,” 
that blend atmospheric 
variables such as tempera-
ture, humidity, wind and 
pressure, with fundamental 
physics.

Since the atmospheric 
processes are nonlinear, a 
small degree of uncertainty 
in initial atmospheric con-
ditions can lead to a large 
discrepancy in final fore-
casts. That’s why the general 
practice now is to forecast 
a set of possible scenarios 
rather than predict the 
single scenario most likely 
to occur.

But while these models 
are instrumental in issuing 
early warnings and evacu-

ation orders, they have fun-
damental limitations and 
carry a significant degree 
of uncertainty, especially 
when dealing with rare 
or extreme weather. This 
uncertainty arises from 
various factors including 
the fundamentally chaotic 
nature of the system.

First, the historical data 
is incomplete, since a hur-
ricane such as Otis might 
occur only once in several 
millennia. We don’t know 
when an east Pacific storm 
last turned into a category 
5 hurricane overnight -- if 
ever -- but it was certainly 
before modern satellites 
and weather buoys. Our 
models struggle to account 
for these “1 in 1,000-year 
events” because we sim-
ply haven’t observed them 
before.

The complex physics 
governing the weather also 
has to be simplified in these 
predictive models. While 
this approach is effective for 
common scenarios, it falls 
short when dealing with 
the intricacies of extreme 
events that involve rare 
combinations of variables 
and factors.

And then there are the 

unknown unknowns: fac-
tors our models cannot 
account for because we 
are unaware of them, or 
they have not been inte-
grated into our predictive 
frameworks. Unanticipated 
interactions among various 
climatic drivers can lead to 
unprecedented intensifica-
tion, as was the case with 
Hurricane Otis.

Climate change
To all this we can add the 

problem of climate change 
and its impact on extreme 
weather. Hurricanes, in 
particular, are influenced 
by rising sea surface tem-
peratures, which provides 
more energy for storms to 
form and intensify.

The connection between 
climate change and the in-
tensification of hurricanes, 
coupled with other factors 
such as high precipitation 
or high tides, is becoming 
clearer.

With established weath-
er patterns being altered, 
it is becoming even more 
challenging to predict the 
behavior of storms and 
their intensification. His-
torical data may no longer 
serve as a reliable guide.

ARMSTRONG
WILLIAMS
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Prosecutors said that he told Willis that her safety was 
in jeopardy if she went ahead with filing a fourth indict-
ment against Trump, which she would do about a week 
after receiving the call.

“When you charge Trump on that fourth indictment, 
anytime you’re alone, be looking over your shoulder,” he 
is accused of having said in the voicemail.

He is also accused of leaving a threatening message for 
Labat on the same day. According to the Justice Depart-
ment prosecutors, Hanson told Labat that “bad [expletives] 
gonna happen to you” if he takes Trump’s mugshot. The 
infamous mugshot was taken Aug. 24 when the former 
president presented himself to be booked into the Georgia 
jail.

Hanson is to be formally arraigned in Atlanta on Nov. 
13.

“Sending interstate threats to physically harm prose-
cutors and law enforcement officers is a vile act intended 
to interfere with the administration of justice and intim-
idate individuals who accept a solemn duty to protect 
and safeguard the rights of citizens,” U.S. Attorney Ryan 
Buchanan said.

Trump and 18 other co-defendants were indicted by a 
Fulton County grand jury Aug. 14 on racketeering charges 
in connection to their alleged scheme to overturn the state’s 
2020 presidential election.

Several of the defendants have since pleaded guilty.

Charged
continued from page 1
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Register of deeds to host special passport fair
PASSPORT INFORMATION AND 

APPLICATION ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 9

 
PITT COUNTY, N.C. 

– The Pitt County Register 
of Deeds will host a spe-
cial passport acceptance 
fair in partnership with 
the Department of State 
on Thursday, November 9, 
2023 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. at 100 East 1st Street, 
Greenville, N.C.

The purpose of the event 
is to provide passport in-
formation to U.S. citizens 

and to accept passport ap-
plications. 

“U.S. citizens must pres-
ent a valid passport book 
when entering or re-enter-
ing the United States by air,” 
says Janis Gallagher, Pitt 
County Manager.  “Passport 
acceptance facilities, such 
as our Register of Deeds, 
are hosting passport fairs 
across the U.S. to help fam-
ilies navigate the application 
process.  The knowledge-

able  staff and resources of 
the Pitt County Register of 
Deeds office are helpful to 
our citizens.” 

U.S. citizens entering the 
United States from Canada, 
Mexico, the Caribbean and 
Bermuda at land borders 
and sea ports of entry must 
present a passport book, 
passport card or other travel 
documents approved by the 
U.S. government.

“Most events are for first-
time customers and families 
with children,” says Pamela 
Johnson, Deputy Register of 
Deeds.  “The event is free and 
open to U.S. citizens.  Ap-
pointments are not required, 
but encouraged to ensure an 
applicant brings documen-
tation needed during the 
application process.” 

“If a current passport 
owner is eligible to renew 
their passport, they should 
renew by mail,” says Lisa 
Nichols, Pitt County Regis-
ter of Deeds.  “Our staff will 
be available to answer pass-
port questions on Novem-
ber 9 and during operating 
hours (Monday – Friday, 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.).”  

Information on the cost 
and how to apply for a U.S. 
passport is available at www.

travel.state.gov.  U.S. citizens 
may also obtain passport 
information by phone, in 
English and Spanish, by 
calling the National Pass-
port Information Center 
toll-free at 1-877-487-2278.

For more information 
about the event or to make 
an appointment, call 252-
902-1663.  

The Mission of Pitt 
County Government is to 
enhance the health, safe-

ty, and well-being of our 
community by advocating 
for and providing qual-
ity services in a friendly 
and cost-effective man-
ner. Learn more: www.Pit-
tCountyNC.gov

Don Davis 
on U.S. 
Strikes in 

Syria
 
GREENVILLE, N.C. 

— Today, Congressman 
Don Davis (NC-01), a 
member of the House 
Armed Services Commit-
tee, released the following 
statement following U.S. 
strikes in Syria.

“The targeted U.S. 
strikes in Syria are mea-
sured and justified. I 
stand firmly behind our 
nation’s commitment to 
safeguarding our inter-
ests and protecting our 
servicemembers, civil-
ian contractors, and the 
American people. We 
must always prioritize 
the safety and security 
of U.S. citizens, both at 
home and abroad,” said 
Congressman Don Davis.

New York allocates more 
money to fight rising hate 

crimes related to Gaza conflict
By Casey Feindt 

UPI

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul is allo-
cating additional resources to local police 
departments and houses of worship in 
response to a surge in reported hate crimes 
during the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict.

In an address on Tuesday, Hochul 
outlined several initiatives, including $50 
million in grants for local law enforcement 
to combat hate crimes and $25 million in 
security funding for vulnerable community 
groups and cultural centers.

The New York Times reports that police 
have seen a significant rise in hate crimes, 
primarily against Jews, following the recent 
Hamas attacks on Israel.

In the third week of October, there were 
51 hate crimes, with 30 being antisemitic, 
compared to just seven in the same period 
last year.

Hochul emphasized her commitment 
to safeguarding the safety and welfare of 
all New Yorkers following the increase in 
antisemitic incidents.

“My top priority is to protect the safety 
and well-being of all New Yorkers,” she 
said. “Let me be clear: We cannot allow hate 
and intimidation to become normalized. 
As governor, I reaffirm that there is zero 
tolerance in New York for antisemitism, 
Islamophobia, or hate of any kind, and 

it’s critical we deploy every possible state 
resource to keep New Yorkers safe.”

Hochul is also calling on Judge Jonathan 
Lippman, a former Chief Judge of New York, 
to conduct an impartial third-party assess-
ment of City University of New York’s policies 
related to antisemitism and discrimination.

The comprehensive review will encom-
pass interviews and research into the cam-
pus climate and an evaluation of university 
policies and procedures for addressing 
antisemitism complaints.

Lippman is expected to report his find-
ings in the spring.

“As a judge and lawyer, my focus has 
always been first and foremost on fairness 
and equal justice,” he said in a statement. 
“That same sense of fairness, and freedom 
from intimidation, for Jewish students and 
all others in CUNY’s academic community, 
will be at the center of my review. “

Hochul said she also intends to expand 
the New York State Police’s social media 
analysis unit in response to the increasing 
hate crimes.

On Monday, Hochul met with students 
at Cornell University after threats of vio-
lence were posted online Sunday, aimed at 
the Center for Jewish Living.

The online posts, directed at Cornell stu-
dents, contained explicit threats of violence, 
sexual assault and derogatory comparisons 
to animals.
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upstate New York on a federal 
criminal complaint charging him 
with “posting threats to kill or 
injure another using interstate 
communications.”

According to the complaint, 
Dai is accused of posting threaten-
ing messages on a Cornell online 
discussion site. He allegedly called 
for the deaths of Jewish people and 

in one post said “gonna shoot up 
104 west,” which is a university 
dining hall that caters to Kosher 
diets and is located next to the 
Cornell Jewish Center on the 
Ithaca, N.Y., campus.

The complaint also alleges Dai 
threatened to “bring an assault 
rifle to campus” and threatened 
to “stab and rape” Jewish students.

If convicted on the charge, 
Dai could face up to five years in 
prison along with a fine of up to 
$250,000.

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul 
confirmed Tuesday that a person 
of interest was in the custody of 
New York State Police.

“Public safety is my top prior-
ity,” the governor said, “and I’m 
committed to combatting hate 
and bias wherever it rears its ugly 
head.”

Cornell vowed to maintain 
heightened security on campus, 
according to Joel Malina, vice 
president for university relations.

“Cornell University is grateful 

to the FBI for working so swiftly 
to identify and apprehend the sus-
pect in this case, a Cornell student, 
who remains in custody,” Malina 
said in a statement Tuesday.

“We remain shocked by and 
condemn these horrific, anti-Se-
mitic threats and believe they 
should be prosecuted to the full 
extend of the law,” he added.

Earlier this week, Hochul also 
ordered increased security on 
campuses across New York, as 
Cornell promised to reinforce 

the university’s culture of trust, 
respect and safety.

“The virulence and destruc-
tiveness of anti-Semitism is real 
and deeply impacting our Jewish 
students, faculty and staff, as well 
as the entire Cornell community,” 
Cornell president Martha Pol-
lack said in a statement. “This 
incident highlights the need to 
combat the forces that are divid-
ing us and driving us toward hate. 
This cannot be what defines us at 
Cornell.”

Threats
continued from page 1

New York’s U.S. Rep. George 
Santos faces second expulsion 

vote in House
By Amy R. Connolly 

UPI

The House of Representatives is expect-
ed to vote Wednesday to expel Rep. George 
Santos after five Republican congressmen 
from New York sent a letter pushing his 
ouster.

The letter, signed by first-term Reps. 
Mike Lawler, Nick LaLota, Anthony D’Es-
posito, Marcus Molinaro and Brandon Wil-
liams, said removing Santos, R-N.Y. would 
allow voters to elect a replacement quickly.

New York state law mandates a special 
election would be held in about 100 days 
(mid-February), they said.

Some members of Congress have said 
they worry that ejecting Santos before a 

criminal proceeding or a House Ethics 
Committee report would set a dangerous 
precedent.

“This issue is not a political one, but a 
moral one,” they wrote. “Plain and simple- - 
this is a question of right and wrong.”

On Friday, Santos pleaded not guilty to a 
23-count federal indictment, which includ-
ed new and existing charges of unlawful 
monetary transactions, stealing identities 
and credit card information from donors, 
and reporting a false $500,000 campaign 
loan.

The vote on Wednesday would require 
a two-thirds majority. It will be the second 
time the House will try to determine if 
Santos should keep his seat while he faces 
felony charges and an ethics inquiry.

Supreme Court hears 
arguments over ‘Trump Too 

Small’ T-shirt trademark
By Joe Fisher 

UPI

The U.S. Supreme Court 
is hearing a case Wednes-
day over the use of former 
President Donald Trump’s 
name in a trademark that 
plays off an old sore spot 
for the 2024 hopeful.

“Trump Too Small” is 
the phrase in question. 
California attorney Steve 
Elster is seeking a trade-
mark for the phrase to be 
emblazoned on a T-shirt, 
according to Supreme 
Court documents. Trump 
is not actively involved in 
the case.

The back of the shirt cri-
tiques Trump’s stances on a 
number of political issues, 
stating that he is “Small 
on” the environment, civil 
rights, immigrant rights, 
LGBTQ rights and more.

The question for the 
high court is whether re-
fusing to grant a trademark 
if it consists of or comprises 
a name identifying a par-
ticular living individual 
without their consent is a 
violation of free speech.

Elster’s trademark ap-
plication was denied for 
mentioning a living person 
without their consent.

“The mark criticizes 
Trump by using a dou-
ble entendre, invoking a 
widely publicized exchange 
from a 2016 Republican 
primary debate in which 
Trump commented about 
his anatomy, while also ex-
pressing Elster’s view about 
‘the smallness of Donald 
Trump’s overall approach 
to governing as president of 
the United States,’” Elster’s 
attorney explained in a 
court filing.

The “publicized ex-
change” refers to a back-
and-forth between Trump 
and Sen. Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., who chided his 
Republican primary op-
ponent for having small 
hands.

Trump endured a sim-
ilar insult nearly 30 years 
before the remarks from 

Rubio. In a 1988 piece by 
Vanity Fair editor Graydon 
Carter, the editor described 
Trump as a “short-fingered 
vulgarian.”

The Supreme Court has 
previously fallen on the 
side of free speech when 
ruling on other trade-
mark cases. In 2016, it 
ruled against part of the 
Lanham Act which would 
have denied trademark 
protection for terms that 
disparage any person, 
living or dead.

In Justice Samuel Ali-
to’s majority opinion, the 
court said, “Holding that 
the registration of a trade-
mark converts the mark 
into government speech 
would constitute a huge 
and dangerous extension 
of the government-speech 
doctrine.”

As economy continues to strengthen, Fed leaves interest rates unchanged
By Doug Cunningham 

UPI

The Federa l  Reser ve  on 
Wednesday decided to leave in-
terest rates unchanged as U.S. 
inflation decelerates but remains 
higher than the Fed’s 2% target.

In a statement, the Fed said it 
decided “to maintain the target 
range for the federal funds rate at 
5-1/4 to 5-1/2 percent.”

The Fed said it remains “strong-
ly committed to returning infla-
tion to its 2 percent objective.”

Stocks were mostly higher 
Wednesday as financial markets 
expected the Fed to hold interest 
rates steady, pausing its recent 

campaign of raising interest rates 
to combat inflation.

The pause comes after 11 con-
secutive interest rate increases and 
as the strengthening U.S. economy 
continues to absorb the costs of 
interest rate hikes without slowing 
consumer spending.

Wall Street was looking for 
signs of what the Fed monetary 
policy is likely to be going for-
ward.

The Fed statement Wednesday 
assessed the U.S. economy as 
strong and said job gains have 
moderated since earlier in the 
year but remain strong, and the 
unemployment level remained 
low inflation, while lower, is still 

higher than the 2% target.
Wednesday was a busy day for 

economic data as The Treasury 
Department announced bond 
auctions to sell notes worth $112 
billion to finance debt and the 
private company ADP reported 
110,000 jobs were created in Sep-
tember.

Ahead of the central bank poli-
cy meeting Wednesday Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell said the Fed was 
watching developments in Israel 
and Ukraine closely for risks to 
the U.S. economy.

Included in Fed policy cal-
culations are surging Treasury 
yields, known to be a drag on the 
economy.
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Congressman Don Davis 
Welcomes Military Affairs and 
Hispanic Outreach Director to 

District Office Team
 GREENVILLE, N.C. — Today, U.S. 

Congressman Don Davis (NC-01) issued 
the following statement announcing Robert 
Lee Kruger’s hiring to work at his Greenville 
office. Kruger is a veteran, fluent in Span-
ish, and will act as Caseworker/Military 
Affairs, Veteran, and Hispanic Constituent 
Outreach Director. In this role, he will assist 
constituents with agency casework issues 
and manage outreach programs for mili-
tary, veteran, and Hispanic communities. 

“I am thrilled to welcome Robert Lee 
Kruger to the team. He has an extensive 
background in service to our state and 
nation,” said Congressman Don Davis. 
“As a veteran, Robert Lee understands 
the challenges and concerns veterans and 
active-duty servicemembers face. He is 
committed to ensuring our veterans re-
ceive the benefits and assistance they have 
earned, and we look forward to him leading 
the charge with outreach to our Hispanic 
communities, furthering our mission to 
ensure that everyone in North Carolina’s 
First Congressional District receives the 
assistance and care they deserve.”

Kruger enlisted in the U.S. Air Force 
in 1997, serving on several assignments, 
including Desk Sergeant and Armorer at 
Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska and Area 

Supervisor 55th Security Forces Squadron 
in Homestead, Florida, before enlisting 
into the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) in April 
2006. His many assignments included 
serving as an Electronic Warfare Officer,  
Law  Enforcement Petty Officer of the 
Cutter, Training Team member, Combat 
Information Chief Supervisor, and Ship-
board Rescue Swimmer while serving in 
the USCG. Kruger served two tours in the 
Middle East and retired as Chief Petty Of-
ficer (CPO). After retiring from the USCG, 
he assumed the role of Director of Veteran 
Services in Northampton County, North 
Carolina. He holds accreditation from the 
North Carolina Department of Veteran 
Affairs as a Veteran Services Officer with 
the North Carolina Department of Veteran 
Affairs and the American Legion.

Middle East has raised the 
treat of an attack against 
Americans in the United 
States to a (another) level,” 
he said. “Since the horrific 
terrorist attacks committed 
by Hamas against innocent 
people in Israel a few weeks 
ago, we have been working 
around the clock to support 
our partners there and to 
protect Americans here at 
home.”

To counter these threats, 
he said that the FBI has 
taken proactive measures, 

addressing these possibil-
ities with a deep sense of 
urgency.

“This is a threat that is 
reaching, in some way, sort 
of historic levels,” he ex-
plained. “In part, because 
... the Jewish community is 
targeted by terrorists across 
the spectrum.”

Wray pointed out that, 
even though the Jewish 
community constitutes 
just 2.4% of the American 
population, they endure 
a disproportionate 60% 
of all religious-based hate 
crimes.

He says the growing 
threat landscape under-

scores the need for con-
tinued vigilance and coop-
eration between security 
agencies and the public to 
safeguard against potential 
acts of terrorism.

In the weeks following 
the conflict, there has been a 
notable increase in both an-
tisemitic and Islamophobic 
attacks within the United 
States.

The Anti-Defamation 
League has documented 
an alarming 388 percent 
increase in antisemitic in-
cidents when compared to 
the corresponding period 
from the previous year, as 
reported by The Hill.

FBI
continued from page 1

Kamala Harris to announce 
global AI safety initiatives
By A.L. Lee 

UPI

Vice President Kamala 
Harris will announce a series 
of new global initiatives on 
artificial intelligence Wednes-
day during a major tech poli-
cy speech at the Global Sum-
mit on AI Safety in London.

During a pre-conference 
address, Harris was expected 
to call on world governments 
to prioritize immediate mea-
sures to curtail short term AI 
threats, like misinformation 
and racial discrimination, 

rather than focusing solely 
on what could become a 
threat in the future.

In a statement released 
before the speech, Harris 
said speculative AI risks are 
“without question profound, 
and demand global action. 
But let us be clear, there are 
additional threats that also 
demand our action, threats 
that are currently causing 
harm and which, to many 
people, also feel existential.”

In a major action, Harris 
will announce the establish-
ment of the U.S. AI Safety 

Institute, which will operate 
as a branch of the National 
Institute of Standards and 
Technology, in developing AI 
evaluation tools, guidelines and 
best practices to mitigate risks 
internationally and involve ex-
perts from various tech sectors.

The vice president is also 
set to unveil a declaration 
signed by 30 nations, includ-
ing the United States, to en-
dorse the responsible military 
use of artificial intelligence, a 
discussion that has recently 
fueled concerns of a modern 
tech-based cold war.

 

Did you know?
MCC has the highest college transfer success rate in Eastern NC 

and second highest of all 58 community colleges in NC!                   
This means that a high percentage (91.3%) of MCC’s students (Associate 

Degree completers and those who have completed 30 or more of transfer 
credits), transferring to a four‐year university or college during the fall    

semester, have remained enrolled or graduated by the next fall semester. 

Learn more at admissions@martincc.edu or call 252-789-0293.  
 

Martin Community College is committed to an environment that embraces 
diversity, respects the rights of all individuals, is open and accessible, and is 

free of harassment and discrimination. 

College Transfer 

Cosmetology 

Electrical 
Systems 

Technology 

Martin Community College  
builds better futures! 

1161 Kehukee Park Road, Williamston, NC 
MCC offers 32 degree programs as well     
   as several certificates and continuing  
        Education classes that qualify for  
      Career in a Year tuition funding.  
  Registration is now underway! Spring 
semester begins January 8! 

Heating, Ventilation, AC, & 
Refrigeration Technology 

Nurse Aide I and II,  
Phlebotomy, and 
Activity Director 



Sponsored by Inner-City Return Service
Local detainees

ZYON JAVION BELL
POSSESSION OF FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
FAIL REGISTER SEX OFFENDER — FELONY
FTA-POSS STOLEN GOODS/PROP — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-ASSAULT BY POINTING A GUN — MISDEMEANOR

ELIJAH DARNELL CAMPBELL
ALTER/REMOVE GUN SERIAL NUMBER — FELONY
PWIMSD SCH II CS — FELONY
FTA-NEG CHILD ABUSE-SER PHYS INJ — FELONY
POSSESSION OF COCAINE — FELONY

KAYLON MEYELL DAVIS
POSSESS STOLEN FIREARM — FELONY
FTA-DISCHARGE WEAPON OCCUPIED PROP — FELONY
POSSESS STOLEN FIREARM — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON — MISDEMEANOR

DWAYNE ALPHONSO BEST
TRAFFICKING IN COCAINE — FELONY
FELONY POSSESSION COCAINE — FELONY
M/S/D/P CS W/N 1000FT OF PARK — FELONY
MAINTN VEH /DWELL/PLACE CS — FELONY

GILMER MARSTON CARROW
ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — FELONY
COMMUNICATING THREATS — FELONY

JESSICA BRADLEY GETSINGER
IDENTITY THEFT — FELONY
FTA-FELONY LARCENY — FELONY
RESISTING PUBLIC OFFICER — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-MISDEAMEANOR LARCENY — MISDEMEANOR

TIMOTHY MACK BRINSON
FAIL REPRT NEW ADDRESS-SEX OFF — FELONY
PROB VIOL OUT OF COUNTY— FELONY
PROBATION VIOLATION — MISDEMEANOR

MARKEVIOUS DONTA CHERRY
FTA-FLEE/ELUDE ARREST W/MV — FELONY
FTA-ATTEMPT BREAK/ENTER MOTOR VEH — FELONY
FTA-LARCENY OF MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY
FTA-LARCENY BY EMPLOYEE — FELONY

BRADDROCK BERNARD GROSS III
ATTEMPTED FIRST DEGREE MURDER — FELONY
FIRST DEGREE KIDNAPPING — FELONY
ROBBERY WITH DANGEROUS WEAPON — FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
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Las Vegas Raiders fire coach Josh McDaniels, GM Dave Ziegler
By Alex Butler 

UPI

After a 3-5 season start, 
the Las Vegas Raiders fired 
coach Josh McDaniels and 

general  manager Dave 
Ziegler, the team said.

The Raiders announced 
the moves Tuesday night. 
They named Antonio Pierce 
their interim coach. Pierce 

previously served as Raiders 
linebackers coach.

“After much thought 
about what the Raiders need 
to move forward, I have de-
cided to part ways with Josh 

and Dave,” Raiders owner 
Mark Davis said in a news 
release.

The Raiders hired Mc-
Daniels in 2022. He led the 
team to a 6-11 record in 

his first season. The Raid-
ers won their 2023 season 
opener against the Denver 
Broncos. They then lost their 
next three games to the Buf-
falo Bills, Pittsburgh Steelers 
and Los Angeles Chargers.

The Raiders beat the 
Green Bay Packers and New 
England Patriots in Week 
5 and Week 6, respective-
ly. They lost their last two 
meetings in Week 7 and 
Week 8 to the Chicago Bears 
and then the Detroit Lions.

McDaniels also was fired 
after posting an 11-17 re-

cord in two seasons as coach 
of the Broncos in 2009 and 
2010. He spent the majority 
of his NFL career as of-
fensive coordinator of the 
Patriots.

Ziegler also joined the 
Raiders in 2022, replacing 
former general manager 
Mike Mayock. He previ-
ously worked in player per-
sonnel and as a scout for the 
Patriots and Broncos.

The Raiders will host the 
New York Giants at 4:25 
p.m. EST Sunday in Las 
Vegas.

Former NFL player 
Sergio Brown remains 
jailed while awaiting 
trial in mom’s slaying

By Mark Moran 
UPI

Former NFL player Sergio Brown will remain behind 
bars without bail until his trial on charges that he killed 
his mother and hid her body, Circuit Court Judge Teresa 
Gonzalez ruled.

The 35-year-old Sergio Brown was arrested October 
10 in San Diego while re-entering the United States from 
Mexico and was then extradited to the Chicago suburb of 
Maywood, where he was charged with first-degree murder 
and concealing the body of his mother, Myrtle Brown, the 
Cook County State’s Attorney said.

Gonzalez said there were several factors that led to 
her decision to remand Brown without bail, saying the 
former NFL player poses a “real and present threat to the 
community.”

Brown was in restraints and wearing red shorts and 
white sweatshirt during a brief court appearance on 
Wednesday, and spoke only to answer one question from 
Gonzalez.

The Cook County Medical Examiner’s Office said Myr-
tle Brown died from injuries consistent with an assault, and 
the manner of death was ruled a homicide, according to 
spokesperson Natalia Derevyanny.

New documents submitted this week by the office also 
provide new details on her death, alleging she was killed 
by blunt force trauma, wrapped in a sheet and left outside 
her home.

73-year-old Myrtle Brown was last reported seen alive 
about 6 p.m. on September 14 at the home she and her son 
shared outside Chicago, police said.

Court documents say Myrtle Brown’s other son last 
spoke to his mother around 3 p.m. that day and said he be-
gan to worry after she stopped answering his text messages.

That son reportedly checked on the home early in the 
morning on September 16 but found the house empty, 
without any sign of forced entry, the court filing said.

Later that day, police went to search the home after 
relatives reported Myrtle Brown and Sergio Brown missing 
when they had not been able to find or contact the pair, 
police said.

Neighbors began searching and found Myrtle Brown’s 
body less than 50 feet from the house.

If you SMELL signs of a gas leak, leave the area 
immediately and call 1-855-767-2482 

Ways you can detect a gas leak: 

• HEAR a hissing sound 
• SMELL an odor similar to rotten eggs 
• SEE blowing dirt, bubbling water, or dead plants 
• DO NOT search for the leak, try to stop it, smoke,   

or use anything that may create a spark or flame 

Smell Rotten Eggs?

IT COULD BE
A GAS LEAK

guc.com
(252) 752-7166
401 S. Greene St.
Greenville, NC 27834
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Rangers dominate Diamondbacks, take 3-1 lead in World Series
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Marcus Semien tripled and Co-
rey Seager homered in consecutive 
at-bats, plating five early runs for 
the Texas Rangers in a dominant 
win over the Arizona Diamond-
backs on Tuesday in Game 4 of 
the World Series.

The Rangers followed their 
five-run second inning with an-
other five runs in the third en 
route to their 11-7 triumph at 
Chase Field in Phoenix. They 
are now just one win away from 
clinching the first World Series in 
franchise history.

“Any time you put yourself in 
this position, it’s where you want 
to be,” Seager said on the Fox 
broadcast.

Semien went 2 for 5, with a 
home run, in addition this triple. 
The star second baseman drove 
in five runs. Seager, who became 
the first shortstop to hit at least 

three home runs in a single World 
Series, went 2 for 5 with two 
RBIs. Third baseman Josh Jung 
recorded three hits. Outfielder 
Travis Jankowski recored a two 
run-double.

Rangers starter Andrew He-
aney allowed four hits and one run 
over five innings.

Jung hit a leadoff double in the 

top of the second. He came around 
to score the game’s first run on a 
wild pitch from Diamondbacks 
starter Miguel Castro. Castro then 
issued a walk to center fielder 
Leody Taveras and allowed a Jan-
kowski single.

Semien ripped his two-run 
trip to left field in the next at-bat, 
giving the Rangers a 3-0 edge. 

Kyle Nelson replaced Castro for 
the next exchange. Seager hit 
Nelson’s second pitch of the night 
to center field for a 431-foot, two 
run homer.

Jankowsi started the scoring 
in the third when he ripped a 1-1 
cutter from relief pitcher Luis 
Frias to right field for a two-run 
double. Semien hit a 383-foot, 
three-run homer two pitches later 
for a 10-0 lead.

The Diamondbacks put their 
first run on the scoreboard when 
left fielder Lourdes Gurriel Jr. hit 
an RBI sacrifice fly in the fourth. 
Rangers catcher Jonah Heim 
then led off the eighth with a 
377-foot solo homer to right 
field, pushing the advantage back 
to 10 runs.

Designated hitter Tommy 
Pham plated the Diamondbacks’ 
second run with an RBI sacrifice 
fly in the bottom of the eighth. 
Gurriel followed with a 382-foot, 
two-run homer.

Rangers relief pitcher Will Smith 
walked Jordan Lawlar to start the 
bottom of the ninth. He allowed 
a Perdomo single in the next ex-
change. Smith then settled and 
struck out second baseman Ketel 
Marte and outfielder Corbin Carroll.

Fellow Rangers reliever Jose 
Leclerc replaced Smith to face Ga-
briel Moreno in the next exchange.

The Diamondbacks catcher 
ripped the fifth pitch of that ex-
change up the middle for a two-
run single. Leclerc then secured 
the victory by forcing first base-
man Christian Walker to pop out 
in foul territory.

Walker went 3 for 5 with a run 
scored in the loss. Gurriel went 
2 for 3 with four RBIs and a run 
scored. Marte also recorded to hits 
for the Diamondbacks.

Game 5 of the best-of-seven 
game series will be at 8:03 p.m. 
EDT Wednesday in Phoenix. The 
game will air on Fox.

Clippers to trade for 76ers star James Harden
By Alex Butler 

UPI

The Philadelphia 76ers 
agreed to trade James Hard-
en to the Los Angeles Clip-
pers as part of a deal that also 
includes the Oklahoma City 
Thunder, seven players and 
several draft picks, a league 
source told UPI on Tuesday.

Harden, who was in-
volved in a public feud with 
76ers president Daryl Mo-

rey and requested a trade 
this off-season, will unite 
with former teammate Rus-
sell Westbrook and fellow 
All-Stars Kawhi Leonard 
and Paul George on a re-
vamped Clippers roster.

The 76ers also agreed 
to send forward P.J. Tucker 
and center Filip Petrusev to 
the Clippers. The Clippers 
will send forwards Marcus 
Morris, Robert Covington, 
Nic Batum and K.J. Martin, 

an unprotected first-round 
pick in the 2028 NBA Draft 
and two second-round picks 
to the 76ers. The teams also 
agreed to swap picks in the 
2029 NBA Draft.

Harden, who has not 
played this season, aver-
aged 21 points, a league-high 
10.7 assists and 6.1 rebounds 
per game in 58 appearances 
last season for the 76ers. He 
joined the 76ers in a 2022 
trade from the Brooklyn Nets.

The 2017-18 NBA MVP 
also was traded in 2021 and 
2012. The 10-time All-Star, 
seven-time All-NBA se-
lection, three-time scoring 
champion and two-time assist 
champion is set to join his 
fifth different team since 2021.

The 34-year-old guard 
opted into a $35.6 million 
player option in June for the 
2023-24 season.

Tucker, 38, averaged just 
2.0 points and 4.7 rebounds 

per game in three appear-
ances this season for the 
76ers. Petrusev, 23, did not 
score in his lone appearance 
this season for the 76ers.

Morris, 34, averaged 11.2 
points and 4.0 rebounds per 
game in 65 appearances last 
season for the Clippers, but 
has not played this season.

Covington, 32, averaged 
3.0 points, 2.7 rebounds 
and 2.3 assists per game 
through the Clippers’ first 

three games. Batum, 34, 
averaged 2.7 points, 2.3 
rebounds and 1.7 assists in 
those three games. Martin, 
22, averaged 5.0 points and 
1.5 rebounds in two appear-
ances this season.

The Clippers (2-1) will 
host the Orlando Magic 
(2-1) at 10:30 p.m. EDT 
Tuesday in Los Angeles. The 
76ers (2-1) will host the To-
ronto Raptors (1-3) at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in Philadelphia.

A N  I M P O R TA N T  M E S S A G E  F R O M  M E D I C A R E

“HAVE YOU COMPARED  
YOUR OPTIONS?
You might find a plan 
that saves you money.”

Medicare plans change every year and so can your 
health. Now’s the time to compare your current 
Medicare plan to other options and choose the 
right one for your budget and health needs. 

Use Medicare.gov to easily compare prescription 
drug and health coverage options. Do a side-by-side 
comparison of Coverage, Costs, and Quality Ratings.

Medicare.gov is the official source for information 
about Medicare and Open Enrollment.

Compare your options now at Medicare.gov  or call  1-800-MEDICARE (TTY 1-877-486-2048)

If you are struggling with your prescription drug 
costs, Extra Help is a Medicare program that 
can help pay for your drug coverage (Part D) 
premiums, deductibles, coinsurance, and other 
out-of-pocket costs. If you make less than $22,000 
a year, it’s worth it to apply. 

Visit ssa.gov/extrahelp or call Social Security at  
1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) to apply. 
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FIFA bans Spain’s Luis 
Rubiales for 3 years 
for Jenni Hermoso 
World Cup kiss

By Alex Butler 
UPI

FIFA issued a 3-year ban from all soccer-related activities to 
former Spanish Football Association president Luis Rubiales for 
his kiss of Jenni Hermoso at the 2023 World Cup, the sport’s 
governing body announced Monday.

FIFA’s disciplinary committee said Rubiales acted in breach 
of article 13 of its disciplinary code, offensive behavior and 
violations of the principles of fair play. Rubiales can appeal the 
decision.

“Mr. Rubiales has been notified of the terms of the FIFA disci-
plinary committee’s decision today,” FIFA said in a news release.

“In accordance with the relevant provisions of the FIFA dis-
ciplinary code, he has 10 days in which to request a motivated 
decision, which, if requested, would subsequently be published 
on legal.fifa.com.”

Rubiales kissed Hermoso, who maintains the action was 
not consensual, on the stage during the trophy presentation 
for Spain’s 1-0 win over England in the World Cup final Aug. 
20 in Sydney. He was caught on camera as he pulled her head 
forward with both hands and kissed her on the lips.

FIFA opened disciplinary proceedings against Rubiales days 
later and went on to issue an initial three-month suspension 
Aug. 26. Rubiales, who maintains his innocence, refused to 
resign and accused Hermoso of lying, stepped down Sept. 10.

Five days later, a judge in Spain approved a restraining order 
that bars Rubiales from being within 600 feet of Hermoso and 
from contacting her during an investigation linked to a sexual 
assault complaint a prosecutor filed against the former Spanish 
soccer boss.

Hermoso, her teammates and Spanish Football Association 
officials have testified as part of that investigation.

“FIFA reiterates its absolute commitment to respecting and 
protecting the integrity of all people and ensuring that the basic 
rules of decent conduct are upheld,” FIFA said.

Argentina coach deems Lionel Messi 
‘healthy’ after two-goal performance

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Argentina manager Lionel 
Scaloni declared Lionel Messi 
healthy again after the soccer 
sensation scored twice and played 
every minute in a win over Peru in 
a World Cup qualifier.

Messi scored in the 32nd and 
42nd minutes of the 2-0 victory 
Tuesday in Lima.

“The most important thing is 
that he is healthy,” Scaloni told 
reporters. “That is the best thing. 
He is managing his minutes alone.”

The seven-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner hadn’t started for Argentina or 
MLS club Inter Miami since Sept. 
20. Messi aggravated a leg injury 
in that Inter Miami victory and left 
the field before halftime.

He returned to the field Oct. 7 as 
a substitute for the Herons. He also 
appeared as a substitute Thursday 
in Argentina’s 1-0 win over Para-
guay. He missed four MLS games 
since his Sept. 20 exit.

The Argentine appeared back in 
form throughout Tuesday’s match. 
He sent his first close attempt just 
to the right of the right post in the 
fourth minute. Peru goalie Pedro 
Gallese saved a Messi free kick in 
the 11th minute. Messi finally broke 
through about 20 minutes later.

The striker sent a pass from the 
right flank to midfield, finding 
winger Enzo Fernandez to start 
the sequence. Fernandez covered 
major ground with a rapid dribble 
forward. He then slid a feed to his 

left, ahead for Nicolas Gonzalez. 
The Argentine forward used a 
first-touch pass to split defenders, 
finding Messi just as he ran into 
the box.

Messi finished the play with a 
one-touch dart into the upper-right 
corner of the net, beating a diving 
Gallese.

He doubled Argentina’s lead 
about 10 minutes later. Fernandez 
chased down a pass inside the Peru 
box to set up that score. He then 
left a pass back for striker Julian 
Alvarez, who led the ball roll to-
ward Messi.

Messi used his left boot to fire a 
shot inside the near post to finish 
that play. He looked to complete a hat 
trick in the second half, but could not 
find the net for a third time.

Messi’s two goals Tuesday 
pushed his CONMEBOL World 
Cup qualifier career total to 31, 
passing Uruguay’s Luis Suarez (29) 
for the most in history.

Argentina will face Uruguay 
on Nov. 16 in another World Cup 
qualifier.

Inter Miami will host FC Char-
lotte in an MLS match at 8 p.m. 
EDT Wednesday in Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla. The Herons, who are 
eliminated from playoff contention, 
will wrap up their regular season 
against OKthe same team Saturday 
in Charlotte, N.C.

“It’s a shame, we were close,” 
Messi told reporters Tuesday. “I 
missed the last few games. We 
had several injuries. The month of 
July was very hard for us because 
we played every three days. We 
traveled, but we got an important 
[trophy] for the club.”

Herons coach Tata Martino told 
reporters Tuesday that he will eval-
uate Messi to decide if he will play 
in the final matches of the season. 
Messi said he plans to train and 
hinted that he will play again this 
season for the Herons.

New research helps date ancient art in Puerto Rico’s karstic caves
By Casey Feindt 

UPI

A new study to be presented 
Wednesday at a Geological Society 
of America meeting suggests that 
some of the earliest drawings in 
Puerto Rican caves are thousands 
of years old.

The drawings in the karstic 
caves could indicate the presence 
of the first slave art, researchers 
said.

The Geological Society said 
previous attempts to date the cave 
art were based on comparisons 
with nearby archaeological arti-
facts and may not have accurately 
represented the true timeframe of 
the art’s creation.

Angel Acosta-Colon, a geo-

physicist at University of Puerto 
Rico at Arecibo, and his colleague 
Reniel Rodríguez, an archaeol-
ogist at UPR Utuado, traveled 
to almost a dozen caves on La 
Isla Grande, the largest island in 
the Puerto Rican archipelago, to 
collect sample pigments of the 
pictographic art.

The samples then underwent 
carbon-14 dating at the Center 
for Applied Isotope Studies at the 
University of Georgia. There, the 
research team discovered that the 
earliest abstract pictographs in 
the caves dated to about 700 to 
400 BCE.

“That is very important to 
us because when the European 
invasion came to Puerto Rico, 
they put in a document that 

our precolonial population was 
only there for 400 to 500 years,” 
Acosta-Colon said in a press 
release.

“This proves that we were here 
[thousands] of years before the 
European invasion, and that is 
documented in science, not con-
text archeology...We have data to 
corroborate what, I think, is one 
of the first slave art in caves in 
Puerto Rico.”

Acosta-Colon said the findings 
carry significant implications for 
comprehending the history of 
Puerto Rico’s population.

In the future, he believes fur-
ther exploration of additional cave 
art sites might extend the human 
history record in Puerto Rico back 
to 5000 BCE.




